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History of Federal Source Code
- Grace Hopper’s work at the Harvard 

Computational Laboratory was a 

precursor to open source software (OSS)

- U.S. government funded labs using and 

modifying code

- Academic institutions consisted of 

“hackers” creating software programs 

and games

- Federal agencies consume OSS and 

publish less



Federal Source Code Policy (FSCP)

- Federal government spends $6B each 

year on software

- In August 2016, the White House 

published the FSCP or M-16-21

- Agencies develop source code policy, 

update acquisition language, and 

inventory code

- Established Code.gov - program and 

platform for sharing government 

source code



Code.gov



Code.gov - Open Tasks



Federal Source Code Study (FSCS)*

- Three year qualitative study that examined agency implementation of FSCP using 

OSS publication as an indicator of policy compliance

- General research question: Why do some federal agencies publish OSS and others 

do not?

- Examined organizational factors of cultural beliefs, public engagement, structural 

dimensions, and organizational location

- 25 participants from 20 cabinet-level agencies

* Full study

https://github.com/GSA/code-gov/blob/master/docs/FederalSourceCodeStudy/FederalSourceCodeStudy.pdf


FSCS Results






