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History of Federal Source Code
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Grace Hopper’s work at the Harvard
Computational Laboratory was a

precursor to open source software (OSS)
U.S. government funded labs using and

modifying code

Academic institutions consisted of

“hackers” creating software programs

and games

Federal agencies consume OSS and

publish less
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Federal Source Code Policy (FSCP) EFOVECN

- Federal government spends S6B each
year on software

- In August 2016, the White House ke o
published the FSCP or M-16-21 - )

- Agencies develop source code policy, |
update acquisition language, and
inventory code

- Established Code.gov - program and

platform for sharing government

source code
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Code.gov

il webita of the Unita States governmant b

FEDERAL AGENCIES DEVELOPERS

Sharing America's Code

Unlock the tremendous potential of the Federal Government's software.

FIND CODE
Search for federal open source software projects and usable code

i official wabsie of the United States government Hace's hawyou ko

PROJECTS  FEDERALAGENCIES DEVELOPERS

Agency Partners

s o ot PROJECTS

Developers Connect with Us

Proects
BB  7797Repositaries

Sort by | DataQuality ¢

Open Source News & Events
Filter
Data Quality Score ©

& | Source Code Summit;
X §  Towards a Source Code
Community
v Languege data-act-broker-backend [ - ]
c M t brok of that power the DATA Act's central data subm

About Code.gov
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\n official website of the United States govemment Here's howyou know

PROJECTS ~ FEDERALAGENCIES v  DEVELOPERS v

OPEN TASKS

Open Tasks
There are 38 open task:
Filter Explore Open Tasks
Federal Agency
Financial Project: api  Agency:

tion Bureau

Languages: Not Available  Type:

Add broken links to stat port

Project: Agency: A Last Updated: 11/2(

Languages: Not Available  Type: enhancement  Skill Level: intermediate  Effort:

Time Required Last Updated: 9/1/2020

0O smat Languagess ot valable  Type:conent SkillLvelsbeginner  Effort: mecum
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Federal Source Code Study (FSCS)* GOVCON

- Three year qualitative study that examined agency implementation of FSCP using
OSS publication as an indicator of policy compliance

- General research question: Why do some federal agencies publish OSS and others
do not?

- Examined organizational factors of cultural beliefs, public engagement, structural
dimensions, and organizational location

- 25 participants from 20 cabinet-level agencies
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https://github.com/GSA/code-gov/blob/master/docs/FederalSourceCodeStudy/FederalSourceCodeStudy.pdf

FSCS Results
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Cultural beliefs — Non-monolithic,
advantageous attributes

Public engagement — More and varied
engagement through bi-directional
communication, events, and electronic
tools

Structural dimensions - Less
centralization, more formalization, more
differentiation, more coordination

Organizational location —
Metaphorically located in the middle of
the organization, unit has less
hierarchical layers
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» Publish OSS
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