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Google search results often include snippets that answer key user questions before other 
search listings. That means, if you want your site to appear, there are steps you must take 
to be featured and featured and benefit from additional brand exposure in search results. 
We tackled this issue from both a strategic and technical perspective.

In this session:

• We will walk you through the key concepts and some tactics for crafting and optimizing 
a structured data strategy.

• We will also show how we built on this strategy and worked with the MedicalEntity
spec from schema.org, Google's Structured Data Testing Tool and the schema_metatag
module in Drupal 8 as part of our ongoing work with a major medical non-profit.

• Specifically, we will showcase how taking this approach can help with areas of your site 
like resource libraries, including the one that's funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control for our client.

• We will also discuss the patch we submitted to add support for MedicalEntity objects to 
the schema_metatag module. https://www.drupal.org/project/schema_metatag/issues/3116016

S U M M A R Y

http://schema.org/
https://www.drupal.org/project/schema_metatag/issues/3116016


Top SEO Opportunities
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• Structured data strategy
• Why structured data 

• What is it? 

• Plan and recommendations  

• Specific keyword targets
• On-page optimizations

• New page opportunities  

• Toxic Links 

Summary of recommendations 

T O P  S E O  O P P O R T U N I T I E S
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For the search term 
“What is Lupus” there 
are 18 pieces of 
featured snippets on 
the organic search 
page before reaching 
LFA’s #1 search 
ranking. 

#0 is the new #1! 

Why structured data? 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y
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• Structured data is code that we can add to the site around your current content 
that is in a specific format (Schema.org) which allows search engines to 
understand it. 

• In short, schema markups helps search engines understand your content better.

• Health and medical schema is intended to make it easier for people to find the 
right web pages by exposing structured information contained in web pages to 
search engines.

• While writing content for humans is still critical, we must also build and structure 
content for robots. 

What is structured data?

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y
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Schema has specific code for various health-related information. It will be important 
to assign LFA content with specific markup.  

Schema.org health markup 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: Schema.org
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• Most featured snippets are pulled in 
from the top-5 organic rankings. 

• This is good news for NRCL – which is 
often ranked in the top five for lupus-
related searches. 

Where does structured data come from? 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: SEMRush
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Competitors are already using health schema 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y
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• At the moment, LFA content is appearing in 
a featured snippet in 13 searches – which 
is great! 

NRCL is already showing up in featured snippets

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: SEMRush

This result is going to a 
blog page
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• Add medical schema to top opportunity pages. 

• Identify new opportunities via Google’s “People also ask” content (seen below).

• Create new “snippet bait.”

Our plan for more featured snippets and opportunities 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: SEMRush
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Augment pages with current opportunities 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: SEMRush
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Update schema to appropriate type with module update 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: Google Structured Data Tool
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• With schema in place, Google can 
identify lists via H2/H3 
subheaders for every item on a 
list. 

Implement list snippets when possible 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: SEMRush
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• “Snippet Bait” is a 40-60 word block of content specifically designed to rank in the 
Featured Snippet spot.

Create content specifically for snippet bait 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

Source: SEMRush
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Snippet bait ideas can be found via “People also ask”  

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y
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Based on a review of google search featured snippets and NRCL content, we 
recommend building content on the following subjects first: 

Top snippet bait opportunities 

S T R U C T U R E D  D A T A  S T R A T E G Y

People Also Ask Top Keyword Searched Volume

is a lupus rash itchy? lupus rash 74,000

how does the lupus rash start? lupus rash 74,000

what cream is good for lupus rash? lupus rash 74,000

is lupus hard to diagnose? how to diagnose lupus 22,200

can lupus be cured completely? lupus treatment 22,200

can you be misdiagnosed with lupus? how to diagnose lupus 22,200

who is at risk for lupus? what causes lupus 18,100

how does a person get lupus? what causes lupus 18,100

what causes discoid lupus? lupus discoid 14,800

how is discoid lupus diagnosed? lupus discoid 14,800

what is the difference between discoid lupus and systemic lupus? lupus discoid 14,800

how do you treat discoid lupus naturally? lupus discoid 14,800

how serious is discoid lupus? lupus discoid 14,800

can lupus be diagnosed with a blood test? lupus test 9,900

what is included in a lupus panel? lupus test 9,900

what are the 11 criteria for lupus? lupus test 9,900

what are the symptoms of lupus nephritis? lupus nepheritis 8,100

can lupus nephritis be cured? lupus nepheritis 8,100

can you die from lupus nephritis? lupus nepheritis 8,100

how long can you live with lupus nephritis? lupus nepheritis 8,100

how common is lupus nephritis? lupus nepheritis 8,100

how do you get lupus nephritis? lupus nepheritis 8,100


